
Student Name: __________________________________________________ 

3rd Grade ELA Enrichment Packet  

All resources used from Journeys are from Volume 2 Unit 5. 

Day 1 
Standards:  RL 3.1, 10.1, 10.2, 
10.5 
Review vocabulary on pages 
170-171.  Locate the vocabulary
highlighted in yellow within the
story.  Then complete the Day 1
activity on the assignment
sheet.

Standards: RL 5.1, 7.1 
Read “Meet the Author and 
Illustrator” on page 174. 
Study the illustrations on pages 
174-175.

Answer the questions and 
complete table on the Day 1 
section of the worksheet.   

Standards: RL 13.1, 13.2,13.3 
Student needs to read a book of 
choice for 30 minutes. 
Complete reading log.  

Day 2 
Standards: RL 3.1, 10.1, 10.2, 
10.5. 
Review vocabulary on pages 
170-171.

Standards: RL 8.1 A, 11.1 
Read the story “Two Bad Ants” 
pages 174-190.  As you are 
reading think about:  
1. Who is telling the story?
2. Is this story real or a fantasy?
3. What is the problem?

Answer the questions and 
complete table on the Day 2 
section of the worksheet.   

Standards: RL 4.1, 13.1, 
13.2,13.3 
Student needs to read a book of 
choice for 15 minutes. 
Complete reading log. 

Day 3 
Standards: RL 3.1, 10.1, 10.2, 
10.5. 
Review vocabulary on pages 
170-171, and pages 192.  Use
the chart provided on the Day 3
section of the assignment sheet
to compare the use of the
vocabulary words in the two
selections.

Standard: RL 9.1, 9.2, 12.1 
Read the poems on pages 192-
194.   

Complete the assignments on 
Day 3 portion of the assignment 
sheet.   

Standards: RL 4.1, 13.1, 
13.2,13.3 
Student needs to read a book of 
choice for 15 minutes. 
Complete reading log. 

Day 4 
Standard: RI 5.1,6.1, 10.1 
Read “Treasures in a Pinecone”. 
This informational article is 
located on the Day 4 section of 
the assignment worksheet.   

Answer the questions on the 
Day 4 section of the worksheet 
that follow the informational 
article.    

Standards: RL 4.1, 13.1, 
13.2,13.3 
Student needs to read a book of 
choice for 15 minutes. 
Complete reading log. 

Day 5 
Standard:  RL 11.1 
Read “A Trip to the Immigration 
Museum”    
As you are reading think about:  
1. Who is telling the story?
2. How would it be different if it
wasn’t being told in that point
of view.

Complete the text dependent 
analysis on the section provided 
in the Day 5 section of the 
assignment sheet.  

Standards: RL 4.1, 13.1, 
13.2,13.3 
Student needs to read a book of 
choice for 15 minutes. 
Complete reading log. 

Edmentum 
Standards: 6.1, 
Learning Path Resource – 
Recounting Stories 

Good Deal Meals 

Lesson-Practice-Mastery Quiz 

Edmentum 
Standards: 7.1 7.2, 11.2 
Learning Path Resource - 
Compare and Contrast 

Living on a Prairie 

Lesson-Practice-Mastery Quiz 

Edmentum  
Standards8.1, 10.1 
Learning Path Resource – 
Author’s Point of View 

Focus on Ford 

Lesson-Practice-Mastery Quiz 

Edmentum  
Standards: 1.1,2.1, 5.1 
Learning Path Resource – Asking 
and Answering Questions. 

On the Same Page 

Lesson, Practice, Mastery Quiz 

Edmentum  
Standards: 3.1, 3.2, 4.1, 4.2, 5.2, 
5.3, 2.1  
Learning Path Resource - 
Recalling Information 

Stig’s Research Report 

Lesson, Practice, Mastery Quiz 



Day 6 
Standards:  RL 3.1, 10.1, 10.2, 
10.5 
1.  Review vocabulary on pages 
200-201.  Locate the vocabulary 
highlighted in yellow within the 
story.  Then complete the Day 6 
activity on the assignment 
sheet.  
2.  Use the passage on the Day 6 
section of the assignment sheet 
to  Identify words that contain 
the prefixes im- and in- and 
complete the chart that follows.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Standards: RL 13.1, 13.2,13.3 
Student needs to read a book of 
choice for 30 minutes. 
Complete reading log. 

Day 7 
Standard: RL 10.1 
Review vocabulary on pages 
200-201.   
 
 
Standard: RI 7.1 
Read “The Journey:  Stories of 
Migration” by Cynthia Rylant on 
pages 204-220. 
 
Complete Venn Diagram on Day 
7 section of assignment sheet.   
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Standards: RL 4.1, 13.1, 
13.2,13.3 
Student needs to read a book of 
choice for 30 minutes. 
Complete reading log. 

Day 8 
Standard: RL 10.1 
Review vocabulary on pages 
200-201 
 
Standard: RL  
Read “The Grasshopper and the 
Ant” on pages 222-224. 
 
Interview:  With a partner 
(parent or sibling) pretend to 
interview an animal from “The 
Journey:  Stories of Migration” 
or “The Grasshopper and the 
Ant”.  Ask them what they 
would do to prepare for winter.  
Write down the answers then 
write a summary of what they 
would do to prepare on the 
space provided on the Day 8 
section of the assignment sheet.   
 
 
Standards: RL 4.1, 13.1, 
13.2,13.3 
Student needs to read a book of 
choice for 30 minutes. 
Complete reading log. 

Day 9 
Standard: RI 5.1,6.1, 10.1 
Read, “What is a Fable”.  This 
informational article is located 
on the Day 9 section of the 
assignment worksheet.   
 
Answer the questions on the 
Day 9 section of the worksheet 
that follow the informational 
article.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Standards: RL 4.1, 13.1, 
13.2,13.3 
Student needs to read a book of 
choice for 30 minutes. 
Complete reading log. 

Day 10 
Standard:  RL 8.1A 
Read “Apple the Cat Calls a 
Meeting to Order” 
 As you are reading think about:  
1.  Who is telling the story? 
2.  What actions is the character 
doing? 
3.  How do others respond to 
the character? 
4.  How does she respond to 
other characters?   
 
Complete the text dependent 
analysis on the section provided 
in the Day 10 section of the 
assignment sheet. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Standards: RL 4.1, 13.1, 
13.2,13.3 
Student needs to read a book of 
choice for 30 minutes. 
Complete reading log. 

Edmentum 
Standards: 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 4.1, 
4.2 
Learning Path Resource – Having 
a Discussion  
 
Living and non-living Things 
 
Lesson-Practice-Mastery Quiz 

Edmentum  
Standards: 4.1 
 
Learning Path Resource – Nouns 
 
Road to Noun-Where 
 
 
Lesson-Practice-Mastery Quiz 

Edmentum  
Standards: 6.1, 6.1, 7.1, 9.2, 
11.1,11.2,13.1, 13.2, 13.3, 8.1, 
12.1,12.2,4.2 
 
 
Learning Path Resource –  
Characters 
 
In Character 
 
Lesson-Practice-Mastery Quiz 

Edmentum  
Standards: 10.1, 13.1, 13.2, 
13.3, 9.1, 12.1, 12.2, 12.3, 4.2. 
 
Learning Path Resource –  
Reading Fluently 
 
Poetry Fluency 
 
Lesson-Practice-Practice-
Mastery Quiz 
 

Edmentum  
Standards: 10.2, 9.2, 5.3, 5.4, 
3.1 
 
Learning Path Resource –  
Root Words and Affixes 
 
Super Suffixes 
 
Lesson-Practice-Mastery Quiz 

 



Name _________________________  

 

Daily reading Log 

Please make sure you answer all questions in complete sentences, answering all parts to the 

question.  The amount of space given is an idea of how much you need to write. 

 

Date _____________                Parent signature __________________________ 

 

1. What is the title of your story? ______________________________________ 

 

2. Who is the author? _______________________________________________ 

 

3. List the characters in the story. 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. What was your favorite part? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

Date _____________          Parent signature __________________________________ 

 

1. What is the title of your story? __________________________________ 

 

2. Who is the author? _______________________________________ 

 

3. Is it fiction (make believe) or nonfiction (real)? 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. Who was your favorite character? Why? 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

      ____________________________________________________________________  

 

 

Date _____________                Parent signature _______________________________ 

 

1. What is the title of your story? ______________________________________ 

 

2. What is happening in the story?  

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 



Date _____________              Parent signature__________________________________ 

 

1. What is the title of your story? ___________________________________ 

 

 

2. What do you like most about this story? ____________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. Is your story fiction or nonfiction? ________________________________________ 

 

How do you know?____________________________________________________ 

 

4. Describe the setting of the story.  Remember, the setting is the time and the place of the 

story.   ____________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Date _____________              Parent signature__________________________________ 

 

Draw a picture of your favorite part of the story. Write a complete sentence    

describing the part. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Name_____________________________________________________ 

Day 1: 
Directions:  Find the highlighted words in “Two Bad Ants” and in the glossary to determine the 

meanings as used in the story. 

 

1.  scout- 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. narrow- 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. surrounded- 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. underground- 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5.  puzzling- 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6.  glassy- 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

7.  violently- 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 



8.  liquid- 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

9.  soggy- 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

10.  unaware- 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

11.  What words contain prefixes, or suffixes?  

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

12.  How do the prefixes or suffixes change the meaning of the words? 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Day 1 continued on the next page. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



13.  Was –ed or –ing added to any of the basewords?  List those words.  What had to be done 

to the base word to add the ending? 

Example: 

Word Baseword Ending  Rule 

Puzzling 
 

Puzzle -ing Drop the final e to add the 
–ing.  

 
 
 
 
 

   

 
 
 
 
 
 

   

 
 
 
 
 
 

   

 
 
 
 
 
 

   

 
 
 
 
 
 

   

 
 
 
 
 
 

   



 

14. Locate a compound word in the vocabulary list?  Write it and break it apart into the two 

base words.   

Compound word: ________________________________ 

Break apart: ________________________ + _________________________ 

 

Day 1 Continued: 

Directions:  Use the information read in “Meet the Author and Illustrator” and the 

illustrations on pages 174 and 175 to answer the following questions.   

1.  What led the author to write the story, “Two Bad Ants”? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2.  The illustration on page 174 and 174 shows a line of ants.  However, the title is “Two Bad 

Ants”.  What do you think is going to happen in the story? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Day 2: 

Directions:  Answer the following questions and complete the table for the story “Two Bad 

Ants” pages 174-190.  The student may use the text to answer the questions.  

1.  What is the genre of “Two Bad Ants? 

      A.  Poem 

      B.  Drama 

      C.  Realistic Fiction 

      D.  Fantasy 

 

2.  What point of view is the story “Two Bad Ants” being told? 

      A.  First Person 

      B.  Second Person 

      C.  Third Person 

      D.  Fourth Person 

 

3.  Complete the story structure table. 

  

Characters 
 
 
 

 

Setting 
 
 
 

Plot 
 

Problem (Conflict) 
 
 
 
 
 

Major Events: 
 
 
 
 
 

Solution (Resolution) 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

4.  How might the ending of the story be different if the ants’ adventure had been more fun and less 

scary? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5.  How did the ants change from the beginning of the story to the end? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6.  What caused them to change? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Day 3: 
 Directions:  Review the highlighted words in “Poems About Bugs” These are the same vocabulary 

words used in “Two Bad Ants”.  Compare the use of the words in both selections.  How was the word 

used in “Two Bad Ants”, then in the “Poems About Bugs”? Complete the table.   

 

Vocabulary Word “Two Bad Ants” “Poems About Bugs” Meaning  

underground The ants went to their 
underground home.   

Many ants make 
underground nests.   

Below the ground.   

puzzling 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

  

scout 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

  

unaware 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

  

surrounded 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

  

violently  
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Day 3 continued: 

Directions:  Answer the following questions for the poems on pages 192-194.   The student may use 

the text to answer the questions. 

 

1.  In the limerick on page 192, the author used an alliteration.  The author used the b sound repeatedly 

in bored, by, be.  What may be the reason the author chose to use the b sound in this limerick? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2.  While reading the first stanza in the poem “Upside Down” on page 194, when would the reader 

pause?  

A.   The reader would pause after the words “down” and “as”.   

B.   The reader would pause after the word “beetles” and “creatures”.  

C.  The reader would pause after the words “that” and “can".  

D.  The reader would pause after the words “flat” and “They”.   

 

 

Day 4:  Read the following informational article, “Treasures in a Pinecone” and answer the 

questions that follow. 

Treasures in a Pinecone  

By Jan Black  

2016 

 
Jan Black has written for Highlights. In this informational text, Black explores what causes pinecones to open and 

close. As you read, take notes on how pinecones benefit the forest.  

 

One warm day when I was walking in my backyard, I saw a pinecone on the ground. I picked it up, and 

some seeds fell out of it. Those seeds would be a tasty treat for a squirrel, I thought. Would a squirrel 

find the seeds in time for dinner? 

 

 I realized that pinecones were not always open like this one. Sometimes cones were tightly closed.  I 

decided to find out why. I read about pinecones in books and on the Internet. I interviewed a pinecone 

expert. I gathered pinecones from my backyard and kept them outside on my deck. I watched them for 

over a year. Here’s what I learned. Pinecones open and close slowly as the weather changes. When it’s 

cold or wet, cones are tightly closed. This protects the seeds inside from rain and snow. When the 

weather becomes warm and dry, pinecones open. In a forest of pine trees on a hot day, you might even 

hear the crackling sound of cones popping open. The seeds inside may then fall to the ground. The wind 

may blow the seeds to places where they can grow into new pine trees. A seed has a better chance of 

taking root and growing when the weather is warm.  

 

 



 

Seeds Are Food, Too  
 

“Pine seeds are an important source of food for many animals,” says Monty Maldonado. He is a 

pinecone expert with the United States Forest Service. He says squirrels depend on pinecone seeds for 

most of their meals. They spend lots of time gathering and storing the cones. Maldonado says some 

animals eat only the seeds from a pinecone. But red squirrels and gray squirrels will eat the whole thing. 

Small animals aren’t the only creatures who eat pine seeds. Maldonado says big grizzly bears and people 

eat them, too. You may have eaten the seeds of the pinyon pine, which grows in the western United 

States. These seeds are also known as pinyon nuts, or pine nuts. They are used in salads, puddings, 

cakes, candy, cookies, and pesto sauce.   

 

Seeds inside a pinecone are important for the growth of new trees and as food for animals. It is the 

pinecone’s job to protect and release them. So take note of the pinecones you see on the ground. They 

hold treasures inside. 
 
Copyright © Highlights for Children, Inc., Columbus, Ohio. All rights reserved.  

 

Directions:  Answer the following questions.  You may go back within the text to find or 

support your answers.   

 

1.  PART A: What is the main idea of the text? 

A.  The seeds guarded in pinecones grow the forest and provide food for animals. 

B.  Humans often don’t appreciate the importance of pinecones. 

C.  It’s important to be curious when presented with a mystery in nature. 

D.  Pine seeds are tasty to humans and animals but not necessary to the forest. 

 
2.  PART B: Which detail from the text best supports the answer to Part A? 

A. “One warm day when I was walking in my backyard, I saw a pinecone on the ground. I picked   

       it up, and some seeds fell out of it.” (Paragraph 1) 

B. “I gathered pinecones from my backyard and kept them outside on my deck. I watched them  

      for over a year. Here’s what I learned.”  (Paragraph 3) 

C. “You may have eaten the seeds of the pinyon pine, which grows in the western United 

      States. These seeds are also known as pinyon nuts, or pine nuts.” (Paragraph 7) 

D. “Seeds inside a pinecone are important for the growth of new trees and as food for animals.  

      It is the pinecone’s job to protect and release them.” (Paragraph 8) 

 

3.  Which of the following best describes the author’s point of view? 

A.  Pinecones are very important part of nature for many different reasons.  

B.  The United States Forest Service should protect pinecones. 

C.  Readers should do their own research when they’re curious about something. 

D.  There are many different ways one can explore nature and learn about pinecones. 

 



 

4.  Where could you look to complete more research on pinecones? 

              A. almanac 

 B. dictionary 

 C. atlas 

 D. encyclopedia 

 

5.  The author used the following line:  

So take note of the pinecones you see on the ground. They hold treasures inside. 

 What are the treasures the author referring to?  How do you know?  (Use evidence from the 

text to support your answer). 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



Day 5:  

Directions:  Read the following passage and complete the text dependent analysis.   

 

A Trip to the Immigration Museum  

 

 
 

 

Sara was learning about American history. Today, her class visited the Ellis Island Immigration 

Museum. 

 

“This museum is in the building where immigrants to the United States arrived a hundred years 

ago,” Sara’s teacher explained. “You will learn how people came to America back then. Please 

think about how different things are today.” 

 

The class took a ferryboat that chugged past the Statue of Liberty. When they arrived at Ellis 

Island, Sara noticed that the museum was in a big red-and-white building. 

 

Inside, Sara saw old trunks, suitcases, and baskets. “This is where immigrants had to check their 

baggage,” a guide said. “They had come on long trips aboard very crowded ships. They knew 

they might never be able to return to their old countries.” 

 

The museum was filled with photographs and exhibits. Sara saw old-time dresses, boots, and 

other clothing from many countries. She looked at letters, and passports, and documents. She 

and her friends watched a few video interviews. The people being interviewed were proud to 

have become Americans. 

 

Sara also felt proud. Her parents had immigrated to the United States, too. She thought she 

would like to know more about how her parents came here. “I am going to interview them 

when I get home,” she decided. 
 

 

 

 



Directions:  Complete the following writing assignment on the pages provided.   

The story is told by a narrator. Write an essay explaining how the story would be different if 

written in first person point of view. Use evidence from the passage to support your response.  
 



 



Day 6:   

Directions:  Find the highlighted words in “The Journey:  Stories of Migration” and in the glossary to 

determine the meanings as used in the story. 

 

1.  migrate- 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. survival- 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. plenty- 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. frightening- 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5.  accidents- 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6.  solids- 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

7.  chilly- 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

8.  landscape- 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 



9.  thunderous- 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

10.  dramatic- 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Day 6 continued: 
Directions:  Use the following passage.  Identify words that contain the prefixes im- and in.  Complete 

the chart that follows.   

A Symbol of Migration 
 Each fall, thousands of children in the United States and Canada make paper butterflies.  

They put their butterflies inside envelopes and mail them to children in Mexico.  The paper 

butterflies will stay in Mexico over winter, but their journeys are incomplete.  In the spring, the 

children in Mexico mail the butterflies north again.  The journey of the paper butterflies 

represents the migration of real butterflies. It is a difficult two-way trip that sounds almost 

impossible.  Yet, it happens year after year.  A strong feeling implanted in the butterflies tells 

them to fly south in the fall and north in the spring.  As a result, millions of real butterflies 

immigrate to Mexico each year.  When the incoming butterflies arrive, it is an incredible sight.    

 
Word with prefix im- Meaning 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

  

Word with prefix in- Meaning 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 



Day 7: 

Directions:  Complete the Venn Diagram.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Locust Migration 

Locust and Whale 

Migration 

Whale Migration  



Day 8:   

Directions:  Write a summary of what the person you interviewed would do if they were one the 

animals preparing for winter. 

 

 



Day 9: Read the following fable then answer the questions that follow.  

 

What is a Fable? 

 By Barbara Radner  

 
Fables are a popular form of storytelling, and chances are you’ve read one. But what makes a story a fable? In this 

informational text, Barbara Radner explores what a fable is. As you read, take notes on the features of a fable.  

 

A fable is a story. A wise author would write the fable to tell a lesson. Long ago, people wrote many 

fables. They wrote them to help other people learn. For example, the tortoise and the hare is a fable. 

That fable tells people it is not wise to show off. It is wise to work hard.  

 

Most fables have animals in them. The animals talk. Of course in real life an animal can’t talk. But in the 

fables they do. The animals often do foolish things. For example, in one fable there is a crow. It wants to 

get a delicious fruit. It takes it from a garden. And it gets it. But then as the crow soars it shows off. It 

opens its mouth to shout, “Look, I got the best fruit.” But of course the crow loses the fruit. It falls out of 

its mouth because it opened its mouth to shout.  

 

Fables have a moral. A moral is the lesson it teaches. The fable about the crow makes an important 

point. It tells you that people should be careful. It tells you that the crow was foolish. 

 

 There is another fable about the ant and the grasshopper. The grasshopper played all summer while the 

ant toiled.  The ant got ready for winter. The ant was a hard worker. It dug a hole to stay in during 

winter. It carried food to that hole. When winter came, the ant was able to live. The grasshopper did not 

have any food. It had no place to stay. Winter was a great challenge for the grasshopper. It asked the ant 

for help. The ant was generous.  The ant did help the grasshopper. The grasshopper learned a lesson. So 

did everyone who read the fable. 

 

1.  PART A: What is the central idea of the text? 

A. Fables are light-hearted stories about animals meant to just entertain readers. 

B. Fables are old stories with lessons that people no longer tell. 

C. Fables are stories about animals to help readers learn important lessons. 

D. Fables are better than fantasies when telling stories that teach important lessons. 

 

2.  PART B: Which quote from the text best supports the answer to Part A? 

A. “Long ago, people wrote many fables.” (Paragraph 1) 

B. “For example, in one fable there is a crow. It wants to get a delicious fruit.” (Paragraph 2) 

C. “Fables have a moral. A moral is the lesson it teaches.” (Paragraph 3) 

D. “The grasshopper learned a lesson. So did everyone who read the fable.” (Paragraph 4) 

  



3.  Which of the following describes how the information is organized? 

A.  The author defines what a fable is and then provides examples of different fables. 

B.  The author compares her favorite fables and her least favorite fables. 

C.  The author provides examples of fables and then provides a definition of a fable. 

D.  The author describes fables and other forms of popular literature. 

 

 

4.  How do fables differ from other stories? 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5.  From reading the article, how do fables try to teach us what is good? Who do you think fables were 

intended for and why? Describe a story that you have read and learned an important lesson from. 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Day 10: 

Directions:  Read the following passage and complete the text dependent analysis on the pages 

provided.     

 

Apple the Cat Calls a Meeting to Order 

By 

 ReadWorks 

 

 It's a sunny morning in the one-room apartment, and the girl is sleeping peacefully in her bed. 

 

Under the table across the room, someone is not asleep but awake and alert. Apple the Cat 

has an important mission, but she's going to need some help. She's already tried everything 

she could do on her own, but she's beginning to realize this mission is not so simple. She will 

have to call in reinforcements. 

 

She tried meows and playful taps of the paw, but nothing could wake the sleeping girl. 

 

Apple calls a meeting to order. A few of her trusty friends are in attendance. She has summoned Fur 

Toy, Feather Stick, Bear Bear, and Shoe. 

 

"We have an important subject to debate," says Apple. 

 

Bear Bear is grumpy because he doesn't know what could possibly be important enough to 

call a meeting to order so early in the morning. 

 

Apple the Cat Calls a Meeting to Order “This couldn't wait until later?" he grunts. 

 

Apple ignores the cranky bear and continues addressing the crowd. 

 

"I need to wake the human!" Apple declares. 

 

"Have you tried meowing?" asks Feather Stick. 

 

"I already tried that," says Apple impatiently. 

 

"What about playful taps?" Feather Stick persists. 

"No," says Apple. "Today we need a new plan. Nothing seems to wake her." 

 

"I have an idea!" shouts Fur Toy. He's new in the room and always trying to prove himself with 

the others. 

 

"What about walking by her and gently rubbing her with your whiskers?" he proposes. 

 

Shoe rolls her eyes. 



"Something new, Fur Toy," she says. "We all know that's the oldest trick in the book." 

"How about you just pounce on her?" says Bear Bear, growing annoyed. All he wants to do is 

go back to sleep. 

 

The rest shoo him out of the meeting. Everyone knows pouncing is no longer allowed. 

"Okay, I've got it," announces Feather Stick proudly, primping his few feathers. "It has to be 

something loud enough, right?" 

 

"Go on," says Apple. 

 

"What about all those new plates she just bought? What if we broke one?" 

 

"She would be so mad," says Apple, dismissing the plan. "There's no way we can get away 

with that. We would be in trouble forever, and anyway, she would probably blame it all on 

me." 

 

"I promise to take some responsibility," says Fur Toy, puffing up his chest. 

 

"Not me," huffs Bear Bear from across the room. 

 

Apple the Cat Calls a Meeting to Order 

"Nobody asked you, Bear Bear," says Shoe. She begins tying up her laces. 

"Wait-Shoe, you think this is a good idea?" asks Apple. When Shoe ties up her laces, 

everyone knows she means business. 

 

"I don't know, it could work," she admits. "Plus, what does she need all those dishes for?" 

 

Apple thinks about it. She doesn't want to upset the girl, but she really needs to wake her. 

 

"Wait just a minute, here," says Bear Bear from a few feet away. "What is SO important you 

can't possibly wait for her to wake up?" 

 

Apple pretends not to hear him, but the others begin to nod in agreement. Only Feather Stick 

seems unconcerned as he continues to preen his feathers and play in the patches of 

streaming sunlight from the window. 

 

"Yeah, I mean, what is so important?" demands Shoe. 

 

"Fine," says Apple. "I'll admit-it's about time I got a treat. The girl has been so busy lately, it's 

been days since my last treat! I'm going crazy here. I love those things!" 

 

"So what do we get out of this?" asks Fur Toy. 

 

"How does my undying appreciation sound?" replies Apple. 



 

There is some hesitation among the others, but everyone knows Apple is most loved by the 

human, so it doesn't take much convincing. 

 

"Now we just need a plan," she says. 

 

"Well, I've got one," interjects Fur Toy. "If we all climb to the top of the counter and jump at the 

same time, surely that will be enough force to break the top plate!" 

 

Apple is hesitant; she really does not want to upset the girl, but she couldn't be more 

desperate for a treat. She finally agrees to the plan. What could go wrong? Plates are 

replaceable, and surely the girl won't mind. On the other hand, despite being the most loved, 

she is also likely to be the first blamed for the mishap. 

 

Apple, Shoe, and the toys, with the exclusion of Bear Bear, who watches from afar, climb 

together to the top of the shelf. 

 

"On my count," says Shoe, grumbling something about how she's too old to be doing this. 

 

Apple the Cat Calls a Meeting to Order "1....2.....3!" They all jump, but their timing isn't quite right, and 

Fur Toy and Feather Stick miss the plate altogether. They hardly make a peep and the plate remains 

unbroken. 

 

"Let's try that again with more force and better timing," says Fur Toy, blushing a bit. 

 

They climb the counter, and Apple takes charge. 

 

"Okay, everyone," she says. "We have to hold onto each other and jump together toward the 

middle of the top plate. Otherwise, we'll never make it." 

 

On the count of three they jump again, and again nothing happens. 

 

"Wait, wait, wait," says Bear Bear from where he's watching. "That's never going to work. You 

have to shove the darn thing on the floor." 

 

"You know, he's right," agrees Shoe, reluctantly. 

The rest nod in solemn agreement. 

 

"Okay," says Apple. "I can probably handle this one on my own, but I have to know you guys 

have my back." 

 

They nod again, furiously. 

 

Apple creeps to the top of the shelf and then slowly down to the stack of plates. She presses 



her nose firmly against the stack and nudges the top plate. With a few more nudges it begins 

to move. She gives it one final nudge and with a loud crash it smashes into the floor. Feather 

Stick and Fur Toy jump out of sight. Bear Bear is long gone. Shoe is too shocked to move. 

 

The girl leaps out of bed and comes stomping into the kitchen. 

 

"What is going on in here?" she demands, angrily. 

 

Apple can only think of one thing to do in this situation. She rolls onto her back and offers up 

her soft, patterned underbelly to the girl. She flicks her paws in the air and meows as gently 

as she can. 

 

"Aww," the girl coos. "How could I ever be mad at you?" 

 

She pulls a bag down from the cabinet and offers Apple a treat. 
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Directions:  Complete the following writing assignment on the pages provided.   

 

Apples actions are described throughout the story  Write an essay explaining how Apples’s 

actions contribute to the development of the plot.  Use evidence from the text to support 

your answer.  
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